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Activity 1: Balancing the curriculum
Principle: The student learning experience is about more than their 
experience of the syllabus and the assessment strategy. It includes 
their experience of being supported and guided, and feeling part of 
a learning community.

The purpose of this activity is to help you identify the key features 
of your module or course. It can be used at the beginning of your 
module design or for review and evaluation purposes.



Activity 1: Balancing the curriculum
Choose a maximum of 15 cards from the pack which define key features of your course or 
module. The cards are grouped into four categories :

Guidance and Support (marked GS / coloured Yellow)

Content and Experience (marked CE / coloured Blue)

Communication and Collaboration (marked CC / coloured Green)

Reflection and Demonstration (marked RD / coloured Purple)

Research and Innovation (marked RI / coloured Orange)

Now look at your cards you have selected:
•	 Are any colours of cards missing or less well represented?
•	 If so, what might be the impact on the student experience?
•	 Are there any other cards you would like to swap in?
•	 What new cards could you add?



Activity 2: Decision Diamond
Principle: Making the structures of intended learning and teaching 
more visible and explicit can help build shared understanding and 
communication between those involved in the design and learning 
process

This activity will support you in establishing and sharing the priorities 
of your design – which features might be negotiable and which are 
fundamental to the design’s structure and purpose



Activity 2: Decision Diamond
Choose 16 cards from the pack which define key features of your 
course or module. Work individually or in a team to assemble the 
16 cards into a diamond shape with the most important feature at 
the top and the least important at the bottom. This will help you 
determine the relative importance of each aspect and where your 
priorities lie. As you build the diamond, note down any design 
decisions you make.

•	 Does everyone agree on the course priorities?
•	 How can the available resources and time be best used?



CC Disclaimer: Adapted from OULDI for the Nelson Mandela University Context 

Peer 
Support

GS
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Guided 
Learning 
Pathway

GS
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Scaffolded 
Learning

GS
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Mentoring 
(in work place)

GS
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Individual 
Experience 

GS
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Step-by-Step 
Instruction  

GS
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Active 
Discovery

GS
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Student 
Autonomy

GS
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Student 
Choice

GS
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Collaborative 
Learning 

GS
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Social

GS
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Mentoring

GS
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Tutorials

GS
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SI

GS
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Communities 
of Practice 

GS
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GS
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Humanising 
Pedagogy 

GS
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Outcomes 
Based 

GS
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Epistemological 
Access 

GS
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Academic 
Literacies  

GS
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Digital 
Literacies   

GS
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Student 
Centred   

GS
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GS
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GS
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GS
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CC Disclaimer: Adapted from OULDI for the Nelson Mandela University Context 

Africanisation  

CE
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Accessible   

CE
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Blended 
Approach    

CE
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Authentic 
Resources     

CE
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Authentic 
learning and 
assessment      

CE
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Problem 
Based      

CE
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Online 
Engagement       

CE
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Research 
Based 

CE
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Enquiry 
Based

CE
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Applied 
Concepts 

CE
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Professional 
Body 

CE
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Reused or 
found

CE
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Printed 

CE
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Practice 
Based 

CE
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Theory
Based 

CE
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Industry 
Related 

CE
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Decolonised

CE
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Transformative 

CE
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Sustainable 

CE
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Adaptive 

CE
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Co-
Responsibility 

CE
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Co-Creation 

CE
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Indigenous 
knowledge  

CE
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Discipline 
knowledge   

CE
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Individual 
and/or 

Personal 
Experience   

CE
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Student 
Feedback 

on T&L   

CE
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Recognition 
of Prior 
Learning   

CE
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Student 
Centred   

CE
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Humanising 
Pedagogy    

CE
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Student 
Generated 

Content    

CE
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Professional 
Community    

CE
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Criticality     

CE
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CE
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CE
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CE
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CE
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Face-to-
Face      

CC
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Conversational     

CC
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Collaborative   

CC
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Debate   

CC
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Group 
Tutorials   

CC
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Practice 
Placement    

CC

CC Disclaimer: Adapted from OULDI for the Nelson Mandela University Context 

Sustainable    

CC

CC Disclaimer: Adapted from OULDI for the Nelson Mandela University Context 

Peer 
Assisted    

CC
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Online 
Peer 

Assisted 

CC
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SI

CC
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International 
Scope 

CC
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Social 

CC
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Enquiry 
Based 

Learning  

CC
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Self-
Assessment  

CC
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Peer 
Collaboration  

CC
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Multilingual 

CC
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CC
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CC
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CC
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Log or Blog  

RD
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Portfolio or 
e-Portfolio  

RD
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Peer 
Assessment  

RD
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Exam 
Assessment  

RD
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Self-
Assessment   

RD
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Continuous 
Assessment 

RD
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Computer 
Marked 

Assessment

RD
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Tutor 
Assessment 

RD
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Assessment 
FOR 

learning 

RD
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Student 
Generated 

Content 

RD
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Feed 
Forward 

Assessment 

RD
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Peer 
Feedback 

RD
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Assessment 
Rubrics 

RD
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RD
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RD
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RD
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RD
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New 
Knowledge 
Production 

RI
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Student 
Generated 

Content  

RI
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Research 
Outputs  

RI
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Interdisciplinary 

RI
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Innovative  

RI
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Research  

RI
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Strategic  

RI
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International 
Scope   

RI
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Open 
Education 
Resources 

RI
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RI
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RI


